[Percutaneous treatment of coronary chronic total occlusions].
Chronic total occlusions (CTOs) are frequently detected on diagnostic coronary angiograms. For the selection of patients for CTO percutaneous coronary intervention, factors such as the level of symptoms, level of myocardial viability and extent of ischemia must be taken into account. Remarkable progress has been achieved in the success of complex CTO procedures during the past decade. In addition to antegrade wire escalation strategy, subintimal passage of the guidewire with or without dissection and re-entry techniques and retrograde techniques can be utilized. After successful wiring of the lesion, balloon angioplasty and stenting comparable to a non-CTO lesion are performed.